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Thierry Méchin and Francoise Méchin Pellet at their recently op

" e huel

L'Atelier du Presbytére.

STORY AND PHOTOS: SHARON HARRISON

ucked away on a back street in sce-

ilford, the flapping ‘open’ flag

eye. Beyond the imposing 1
shaded in part by a mature tree, a row of
lavender plants at the front of the property
provides a further clue to what lies be-
yond. At the end of the driveway, a new
modern take on an old barn design re-
places a little garage on the property. Con-

structed last year, it acts as a retail space

which opened to the public on July 1. Once

some internal finishing is complete, a
working studio
and storage
space will move
from the resi-
dence to the new

purpose-built

barn.

Partners in life
and in business,
French-born
Francoise Méchin
Pellet and Thierry
Méchin have
owned and oper-

ated L'Atelier du Presbytére since 1996.

This is an international story that saw the

couple emigrate from the south of France to

Canada 14 years ago, first to Montreal, be-
fore landing in the quiet historic village of
Milford four years ago. The move to Canada
came when they were looking for a better
quality of life. “We decided to find a prop-
erty and to be able to put our studio on the
property,” explains Frangoise. The discov-

ery of Prince Edward County came in 2009

while vacationing here as a family. “We just

L’Atelier du Presbytére offers a broad
selection of vintage and new linen
wares.

A touch of France

Milford textile business stays close to home

nly lavender and wine and all the food and every-
he thing. We love Milford, it is more country than

fell in love with the place and the ambience; it

‘was a little bit like Provence, and now there is

city, we like to say we live downtown Milford,”
laughs Francoise. “The city is not for us, we pre-
fer Milford because it is off the beaten path, it is
not too far, it is perfect,” adds Thierry.

L'Atelier du Presbytere work with only linen; it
could be vintage linen or newly woven linen, but
itis always linen which they import from France;
antique linen is difficult to source in Canada be-
cause it is such a new country explains Thierry.
Their extensive collection of wares includes
clothes, fashion accessories, housewares and
décor items, as well as a touch of the unexpected,
such as unique door stops. As makers and de-
signers for 24 years working with textiles,
Frangoise’s role is one of sewer; Thierry does the
cutting, but also the washing and ironing, care-
fully preparing the material for Frangoise’s ex-
pert hand.

Pre-COVID-19, this couple’s routine consisted
of attending shows and markets across Ontario
(including the Wellington Farmers’ Market for the
last four years), a life Frangoise describes as one
with real energy, and one they miss. Work hap-
pens through the winter months where they are
in full production for a minimum four months
creating, designing and building inventory for the
following season. “I cut, I wash, I prepare all the
pieces for Frangoise; I design the pattern, I chose
the linen and I organize the linen because we
have lots of different linen,” explains Thierry. “I
iron all the linen, we wash three or four times be-
fore (to eliminate shrinkage) and you iron to have
no wrinkles before you cut, you need very smooth
for the perfect cut.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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board is
1 love our piano. I

cracked.

gn quiet mornings.

ferent,” he says. {
ually, now it is mechanical, but
weaving.” He also notes old
subject to farmers’ insecticides and
cides on the soil, so is a superior quality,
something that has altered the quality of
new linen. Some of the vintage linens can
be 100 years old and may come from old
dresses, old tablecloths with original em-
broidery, old tea towels and napkins, or &
sheet from the First World War. “We like the
mix because people see the difference,” he
says. While the old linen is more resistant,
stronger because of its tighter weave, it is
not suited to making clothes, which work
better with new linen. Vintage linen is best
for bags, cushions, tea towels and so on ex-
plains Thierry, where “It gives a second life
to the linen.” He goes on to explain how old
linen is never the same colour because it de-
pends on the plants. “If the weather is very

dry, the plant is very clear, and when its

love sitting in our yellow
chair and looking at it. I love waltching you
smash the keys. I love when the sun strikes

great-great-grandmother  you lick maple syrup right off your plate.

run down the hall U Ten smash e key
andmother bought our

Your grpul-grl-ul—grnn\.—gr ot 2
piano from an Eaton’s catalogue. fhat's all | know

You never met about her. But that's enough for now. In this piano—
ur piano—I see a hundred years of love.
One day you'll move away. One day this will be your

piano. But for now it's ours to share.

ur ,nunu sang at the ond ol two \'Nur «
Wars. It hummed lullabies to hungry children
during the Depression.

Our piano was Pop’s piano.
him, but he would have loved you. You re- O
mind me of Pops every day; especially when

lots of space with two long benches widely spaced. “It’s
an opportunity to have a little place to show what we
do and it’snota.buﬁy.husyplace;wewanttoworkfor
allour sure, but if we wanted to be busy busy we would have
" ashop in Picton or Wellington,” says Frangoise. “Peo-
plicated, ple can see where it is made and by who, and if I need
we decided to make the o doa little sewing I can do so. This is our project; it
d the middle is handmade, but we want people to see it is handmade
we begin to work  here, by us, and they can see me behind the sewing
e e et
3 .We Francoise says she loves the concept of sta
were very wol evel happened, with just the two of them running tlfe mcheﬁ:uilnws
but since we opened the first of July, we had lot “Whenweweremmmoe.wehadauazylife;wewen;
of orde; online and some people here too,” says doing wholesale and had eight women working for us,”
Frangoise. “We are very happy, but we will have she says. “Now we do a lot of things in small quantity.”
to see how it goes until the end of the year.” Thierry talks about the need for change. “lnFraneé
They are follgwlng recommended safety proto- we had a good company, good employees, it is perfect'
cols with additional cleaning, hand sanitizer and but it is a routine and after 15 years, 1 want a change "
mask wearing (mandatory inside), something he explains. “When you move, you have a different
Francoise says made itn.xluch easier because now idea, it is good for the creativity, you have another
there is no qqestion. People are allowed to ergy, it is very different.” Franqoise says th ”;im-
touch the fabric. If they want to try something for what they do comes before making ﬂ ine e
on, we allow them to try one design and if the is doing what we like and living with m_come. %
item is not purchased, it is quarantined and “Every day is a surprise, it's nice and we like She.u ¥S.
steam cleaned,” she says. “We try to do all the Thierry. “We are very l'la.ppy here.” LAteli e
maximum tp be safe, and | think.itwll_l work. We bytere (atelierdupresbytere.com) .is locau::lr S
are very strict: it is only three visitors in the shop, Philip Street, Milford and is open Wedne: A
plus us two if we are needed.” Outside, there is day, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. until'l'hmksgwmg :izkto (?un-
! end.
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Thierry Méchin and Francoise Méchin Pellet at their recently opened textile business,

L'Atelier du Presbytére.

A touch of France

STORY AND PHOTOS: SHARON HARRISON

Milford textile business stays close to home



